th & saries
lamantary schoal studants. These plans are availablo on the Internet st

also weaiiablo at this site.
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Water drips constantly in caves. The drips dissolve limestone
minerals in one part of the cave. As water dries out, the min-
erals build up in other places. In this way, beautiful cave rock
formations and crystals grow over thousands of years. These
rock formati change dark caves into hidden
fantasy lands.

°  Predatory mite
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Limestone Caves Orb spider "~ Bat skeleton
Most American caves are big holes that form in limestone % i
rock. The holes begin as cracks in limestone. Water flows ‘\e"
down the cracks and dissolves the limestone. The cracks v\\“
get bigger and bigger. They grow into underground streams, \k.\o“\“‘“-
rivers, and even lakes. When water drains away, the water- e“\‘
ways turn into open cave tunnels, passages, and caverns. It Eafthworm A
takes 10,000 to 100,000 years to form a cave big enough for S
people to move around inside. Blind bé-!la

- Guano pile
and its wildlife
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